Late-onset childhood occipital epilepsy (Gastaut type): a family study.
Late onset childhood occipital epilepsy-Gastaut type (LOCOE) is a rare idiopathic epilepsy syndrome with an uncertain long-term prognosis. Elementary visual hallucinations and interictal spike-and-wave complexes in the occipital areas represent the main electroclinical findings of the syndrome. The functional nature of LOCOE has been emphasized together with the presence of genetic predisposition in the affected patients. Here, we report on two families in which two patients, respectively, showed electroclinical features compatible with LOCOE. Although further studies are needed to validate our observations, the involvement of two generations in one of the families we studied may corroborate the previously formulated hypothesis of an autosomal dominant model of inheritance in LOCOE. Of course, the identification of larger families is propaedeutic to linkage analysis studies.